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Southern Yukaghir language 


The Southern, Kolyma or Forest Yukaghir language is one of only two extant Yukaghi r 
languag es. 

Last spoken in the forest zone near the sources of the Kolyma, divided between the Sakha 
Republic and the Magadan Oblast (around 65°N 153°E), previously in the wider area of the 
upper Kolyma region. 


Contents 

Status 

Classification and grammatical features 

Phonology 

Vowels 

Consonants 

Sample 
References 
External links 


Status 


Southern Yukaghir 



Ofly/i 

Native to 

Russia 

Region 

Yakutia and 
Magadan Oblast 

Ethnicity 

1,600 all 
Yukaghir people 
(2010 census)W 

Native speakers 50 (2003)! 2 ! 

Language 

family 

Yukaghir 

■ Southern 
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Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

yux 

Glottolog 
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As of 2003, Kolyma Yukaghir is a moribund language, with only 50 remaining speakers with the language as their mother tongue. 
No speakers are monolingual, since all speak Russian and most speak Yakut. The first language for all Yukaghir under 60 is Russian, 
although many still have Kolyma Yukaghir as a mother tongue, and the average age for fluent, first-language speakers is 63 or more. 
In the past, multilingualism was common in the region, and Kolyma Yukaghir, Yakut, Even, and Chukchi all served as languages of 
intercultural communication, depending on the ethnicity of the addressee. Yukaghirs 60 and older follow this custom. Middle-aged 
Yukaghir, from 41-60, still have Yukaghir as their mother tongue and speak to elders in it, although they use Russian for all other 
communication. The youngest generation of Yukaghir is almost entirely monolingual in Russian, the only language used at school. 
Although Kolyma Yukaghir has been taught at school since 1985, the youngest generation still know little to none of the language. ® 

Classification and grammatical features 


The relationship of the Yukaghir languages with other language families is uncertain, though it has been suggested that they are 
distantly related to the Uralic languages, thus forming the putative Uralic-Yukaghir language family. ^ 

Kolyma and Tundra Yukaghir are the only two remnants of what used to be one of the dominant language families of northeastern 
Siberia, spreading from the River Anadyr in the east to the River Lena in the west On the basis of the evidence of early sources, it 
can be assumed that there existed a Yukaghir dialect continuum, with what is today Kolyma Yukaghir and Tundra Yukaghir at the 
extremes. ^ 

Kolyma Yukaghir and Tundra Yukaghir are not mutually intelligible. Kolyma Yukaghir has residual vowel harmony and a complex 
phonotactics of consonants, rich agglutinative morphology and is strictly head-final. It has practically no finite subordination and 
very few coordinate structures. Kolyma Yukaghir has a split intransitive alignment system based on discourse-pragmatic features. In 
absence of narrow focus, the system is organised on a nominative-accusative basis; when focused, direct objects and subjects of 
intransitive verbs are co-aligned (special focus case, special focus agreement). 

Phonology 


All charts are from Maslova (2003). 
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All vowels have short and long forms. Kolyma Yukaghir demonstrates contrastive vowel length* 2 ^ 
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Kolyma Yukaghir has a glottal stop, but only as a marginal phoneme in some interjections (ex. ma ?: "take!")J 2 l 
[b, x, y, g, j] occur as allophones of /w, q, ts, tG, dj/. 

When a labial approximant /w/ occurs at the end of a word, it is pronounced as a [u]. 

When a velar nasal /q/ occurs before a voiced uvular fricative /ts/, it becomes a voiced uvular stop [g]. 

The phonemes /(s) (z)/ only occur in Russian loanwords. 


Sample 


An interlinear glossed sample: 

Yarqadan 

Recorded by Ljudmila Zhukova from Ljubov' Demina in 1988.[1] (http://ling.uni-konstanz.de/pages/home/nikolaeva/documentation/ 
texts/startl.html) 


ns 


aaH- 

fld- „ nCDKO/lbS- „ 003HH- „ „ 

n9 napK.0 nonHbaa-cbnn-/i Tyqe l/lapK,0,q0H ewieu on 

T0T 


k;oh- 
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mountain 3-PL- ice 
ABL 


white-DEL-AN Yarqadan 

shining- DEL=delimitative. water- (*uapK,e- 

a ... .. he.GEN v mother stream a ong quiety 

ABL AN=action ACC ^-yH lit. 

nominalizer "ice river") 


go-TR- 

DEL- 
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"From the bottom of the mountains, from the whiteness of the ice our mother Yarqadan quietly carries its shining 
water downstream." 
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